



Essential Winter Pipe Protection Steps
· Keep the heat on: Set your thermostat to at least 55°F (13°C) day and night, even if you leave the house. 
· Insulate exposed lines: Wrap pipes in unheated basements, attics, and crawl spaces with foam pipe insulation or fiberglass. 
· Use heat tape or cables: Install self-regulating electric heat tape or cables (such as Frost King Electric Heat Cables) on high-risk pipes. 
· Let faucets drip: Allow a small trickle of cold water to run from faucets on exterior walls to keep water moving and prevent ice from forming. [
· Open cabinet doors: Let warm indoor air circulate around sink plumbing under kitchen and bathroom vanities located against exterior walls. 
· Disconnect outdoor hoses: Shut off the water supply to exterior spigots, disconnect garden hoses, and drain remaining water out of the lines. 
· Seal air leaks: Close drafty cracks, gaps around windows, and openings where pipes or wiring enter the foundation. 



What to Do If You Leave for the Vacation/Winter
· Keep the heat set to no lower than 55°F.
· Shut off the main water supply valve and drain the plumbing system if the house will be left empty for an extended period.
· Turn the power off to the hot water heater and drain it.
· Add antifreeze to drains
· Ask a neighbor or friend to check the house daily. 


